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27; 16:7
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  1 When Jesus had finished giving instructions to his twelve disciples, he moved on from there 
     to teach and preach in their towns.  
  2 Now when John heard in prison what the Christ was doing, he sent a message through his  
     disciples  
  3 and asked him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
  4 Jesus replied to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see:  
  5 The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear,  
     the dead are raised, and the poor are told the good news,  
  6 and blessed is the one who isn’t offended by me.” 
 
16 “To what should I compare this generation? It’s like children sitting in the marketplaces who  
     call out to other children: 
17 We played the flute for you, but you didn’t dance; we sang a lament, but you didn’t mourn! 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’  
19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard,  
     a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
20 Then he proceeded to denounce the towns where most of his miracles were done, because  
     they did not repent:  
21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were done in you had  
     been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes long  
     ago.  
22 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for  
     you.  
23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will go down to Hades.  
    For if the miracles that were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained  
    until today.  
24 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom on the day of judgment than for  
    you.” 
         
        Matthew 11:1-6, 16-24 CSB 

Scripture 

 

  

*Notes adapted from Explore the Bible, LifeWay Christian Resources. All Scripture passages from the Christian Standard Bible.  

Additional Resources 

Confronting Doubts 

Explore the Bible: Matthew 1-13, Winter 2025 & 2026; Biblegateway.com; preceptaustin.org;  

Biblehub.com/commentaries; The New American Commentary, Matthew, Craig L. Blomberg  

 



 

 
 

  

Connect Church Notes 

Key Verses 
Date Speaker 

Key Points 

Questions/Reflections 



 

God’s Word - Devoted to Him 

 
 

Don’t think it is an insignificant thing to doubt Jehovah. Remember, it is a sin, and not a little sin -  
it is in the highest degree criminal. The angels never doubted Him, nor did the demons;  
we humans alone, out of all the beings that God has fashioned, dishonor Him by unbelief  

and tarnish His honor by mistrust.  
 

Charles Spurgeon 

EXPECTATIONS 

When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, 
 “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” MATTHEW 11:2–3  

 

   What a raw and revealing question from one of Christianity’s top dogs. John the Baptizer had been proclaiming the coming Mess iah—
it was the God-given purpose of his miraculously conceived life (Luke 1:5–13). He preached with complete abandon, spreading his 
“repent and be ready” message in spite of all the social and religious alienation that came with it. He was all in. He lived off the land  
(ate bugs), wore it on his back (camel hair), and Bible-banged (preached real loud) to anyone who would listen. And then he actually 
baptized Jesus and witnessed “the heavens [opening], and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
[Jesus]; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16–17).  
 

   One can only imagine what the voice from heaven sounded like. No doubt experiencing it was a confirmation of John’s already  
humungo faith that the Messiah was coming and was already here.  

 

   As if that weren’t enough, then came the miracles. Jesus was gathering followers and moving from town to town, preaching  
and healing and astonishing the crowds. And all the while John was doing his thing, calling for repentance and pointing people  
to Jesus. “‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ … Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. [Jesus] must increase, 
but I must decrease” (John 3:28–30).  
   John was faith-filled.  
   Until he landed in prison.  
   John quickly discovered that unmet expectations can be totally derailing. Underneath his truly impressive and genuine faith, there was 
still the capacity to question and doubt. He wasn’t immune from fear or frustration. And in this jail cell moment, it’s possible he even felt 
abandoned and betrayed by the One he’d devoted his life to. For crying out loud, from all accounts it appears that Jesus didn’t even visit 
His faithful servant-cousin in prison.  
 

   But remember, John had really good reasons for having a strong faith. He had witnessed miraculous things and had even been written 
into the story—for grief’s sake, he was a fulfillment of prophecy, the forerunner of the long-awaited Messiah (Isaiah 40:3). But in spite of 
all he knew, he wavered because humanity’s MO is to question and doubt when things go badly. We just do. And God’s MO in those 
moments is to remind us of who He is, in spite of how things appear. “Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me’” (Matthew 11:4–6).  
 

   Jesus’ response to John was simple: remember what you know about me. In other words, Don’t let this moment derail you, my good 
and faithful servant. I AM who I say I AM, even when your expectations go unmet.  
 

Jesus wasn’t upset with John. He wasn’t incredulous that John was having a moment—quite the opposite. He turned back to the crowd 
and publicly honored John’s big dog faith (v. 11), because Jesus is patient and kind, and He knows that unmet expectations can be  
really hard. That said, He’s also not held hostage by our doubt or disappointment, as though He has to prove Himself—He’s already 
done that.  
 

   Jesus didn’t go visit John in prison, and He didn’t get Him out. And then John was executed. But the moment after he lost his life,  
John was raised to life in heaven, where his faith became sight and his ears heard the words, Well done, my good and faithful servant.  
 

   And all the earthly expectations he ever had were far surpassed.  
 

        From: The Chosen - Book Two 



  

 

   Monday - Matthew 12:1-2        Tuesday -  Matthew 12:3-4 

   Wednesday - Matthew 12:5-8       Thursday - Matthew 12:9-10 

   Friday - Matthew 12:11-12       Saturday - Matthew 12:13-14 
 
 

  Memory Verse: Matthew 12:8 
 

“For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”  

 

Rejecting Legalism 
 

Main Passage for February 15 – Matthew 12:1-14 CSB 

 
 
 

we have to see  
what god is doing,  
not just what man  

is not doing or  
what the devil wants to do.  

Shawn bolz 

   Connect Church Prayer Request 

Mission Statement 
 

Glorifying God by connecting people to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ 



 

 

 

Attendance & Offering 
 

Attendance - 670 

Buried Treasure 
   A first-century Hebrew walks alone on a hot afternoon, staff in hand.  
His shoulders are stooped, sandals covered with dirt, tunic stained with 
sweat. But he doesn’t stop to rest. He has pressing business in the city.  
   He veers off the road into a field, seeking a shortcut. The owner won’t 
mind-travelers are permitted this courtesy. The field is uneven. To keep 
his balance he thrust his staff into the dirt.  
   Thunk. The staff strikes something hard. 
   He stops, wipes his brow, and pokes again. 
   Thunk. Something’s under there, and it’s not a rock.  
   The weary traveler tells himself that he can’t afford to linger. But his 
curiosity won’t let him go. He jabs the ground. Something reflects a sliver 
of sunlight. He drops to his knees and starts digging.  
   Five minutes later, he’s uncovered it—a case fringed in gold. By the 
looks of it, it’s been there for decades. Heart racing, he pries off the rusty 
lock and opens the lid.  
   Gold coins! Jewelry! Precious stones of every color! A treasure more 
valuable than anything he’s ever imagined.  
   Hands shaking, the traveler inspects the coins, issued in Rome over 
seventy years ago. Some wealthy man must have buried the case and 
died suddenly, the secret of the treasure’s location dying with him. There 
is no homestead nearby. Surely the current landowner has no clue that 
the treasure’s here. (By the way, parables have one central purpose.   
The point of this one is not to command taking of a landowner’s 
ignorance, but to respond joyfully at finding buried treasure.) 
   The traveler closes the lid, buries the chest, and marks the spot. He 
turns around, heading home—only now he’s not plodding. He’s skipping 
like a little boy, smiling broadly.  
   What a find! Unbelievable! I’ve got to have that treasure! But I can’t just 
take it–that would be stealing. Whoever owns the field owns what’s in it. 
But how can I afford to buy it? I’ll sell my farm...and crops...all my 
tools...my prize oxen. Yes, if I sell everything, that should be enough!  

   
   From the moment of his discovery, the  
traveler’s life changes. The treasure captures  
his imagination, becomes the stuff of his 
dreams. It’s his reference point, his new center 
of gravity. The traveler takes every new step 
with this treasure in mind. He experiences a 
radical paradigm shift.  
                  To be continued from…   
      The Treasure Principle 
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CONNECTION GROUPS   
 

   WEDNESDAY 

MomCo - 9:00 AM - Allie Royal: momco.connect@gmail.com 

Students - 6:30 PM - Tristan Nelson: tristan@cc.today  

Adults - 7:00 PM - Dale Faircloth: dale@cc.today  

Adults - 7:00 PM - Victor Manoharan:  

                                woodhavenanimalclinic@gmail.com 

Worship Team - 7:00 PM - Duval Madrigal:  

                                             duval.madrigal@cc.today 

Ladies - 7:00 PM - J.Virginia Murray: jvirginiam@gmail.com 

Adults - 7:00 PM - Sam Burton: skburton@bellsouth.net 

Ladies - 7:00 PM - Molly Maharaj: merrymolly@rocketmail.com 

Adults - 7:00 PM - Ed Samour: ed@ecengineers.com     
  

   THURSDAY  
Adults - 7:00 PM - Leslie Dakers: ladakes@hotmail.com 
 

    SATURDAY  
Men - 9:00 AM - Grantley Coulthrust:  

                           grantley.coulthrust@cc.today  

  and Harlan Miller: hmiller@hgpmcorp.com  

 

 

 

 

 

     
     

     

   

 CONNECTION GROUPS 
 
 

   SUNDAY 

Parents of Young Children - 9:00 AM - Marlon Francis:  

                                                 m4francis@gmail.com 

Students - 9:00 AM - Tristan Nelson: tristan@cc.today  

Young Adults - 9:00 AM - Tristan Nelson: tristan@cc.today 

Adults - 9:00 AM - Sam Jay: jays717@bellsouth.net   

Adults - 10:30 AM - Dr. Janet Plummer: askadminex@gmail.com 

 Adults - 10:30 AM - Clayton Hutcheson: claybmw@bellsouth.net 

Men - 6:00 PM - Mike Herod: mike.a.herod@gmail.com  
      

   MONDAY 

Men - 7:00 PM - Edgar Gregory: egregoryac@gmail.com 
 

   TUESDAY 

Ladies - 9:30 AM - Tryna Groat: atgroat619@hotmail.com 
Men - 7:00 PM - Chip Hausman: jwmhausman@gmail.com  

   and Jim Bass: jbass1961@gmail.com  
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CONNECT CHURCH 

Join Us for  

Refreshments on 

 the Patio Today! 

 
 

Awana - Heart & Missionary Night 

February 11th 
 

A Night of Love 

February 13th 

Stay and Visit  

Following 

 the Service!  

 

 
CK - Word of Life 

Parent Meeting 

 February 8th 
 

Young Adult - Bar-B-Q 

 February 8th 
 

MomCo 

February 11th 
 

 

Scan to Visit  

Connect Church 

Event Page 



 

CONNECT CHURCH 

 



 

CONNECT CHURCH 



 

CONNECT CHURCH 



 
 

10701 Okeechobee Boulevard 

Royal Palm Beach,  FL  33411 

561.793.2475  

cc.today 

 

Connect Church 

 

 
 

Dr. Dale R. Faircloth  / Elder and Lead Pastor 

Dale.Faircloth@cc.today  
 

Marlon Francis / Elder 
 

Clayton Hutcheson / Elder 
 

Victor Manoharan / Elder 
 

Fred Rogers / Elder 

 

 

 
Leadership Team 

 

Mike Eleveld / Assistant Pastor / Mike.Eleveld@cc.today  
 

Duval Madrigal / Assistant Pastor / Duval.Madrigal@cc.today 
 

Tristan Nelson / Student Pastor / Tristan.Nelson@cc.today 
 

Stacy Gatlin / Kids Ministry Director / Stacy.Gatlin@cc.today 
 

Alinda Faircloth / Discipleship Director / Alinda.Faircloth@cc.today 
 

Misael Valera / Worship Leader / Misael.Valera@cc.today 
 

Judson Leverette / Church Administrator / Accounting@cc.today 
 

Kim Keen / Resource Center Manager / Resourcecenter@cc.today 

Come & Explore 

Come & Grow 

Come & Serve 

Come & Lead 

http://fbcrpb.org/rpchurch2.html

